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PERSONAL INFORMATION 
 

Name  DE FELICE, DEBORAH  

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR IN SOCIOLOGY OF LAW, DEVIANCE AND SOCIAL CHANGE AT THE UNIVERSITY 

OF CATANIA (ITALY) 

Institutional Address  University of Catania (Italy) 

Department of Political and Social Sciences 

via V. Emanuele II, n. 8, 95131, Catania, first floor 

Telephone  ++39(0)95 7347469 

Mobile  ++39 3336449971 

E-mail 

Skype 

 defelice@unict.it 

deborah.defelice 

 

Nationality  Italian 
 

Date of birth  10/09/1973 

Academic qualifications  (2004) PhD in “Sociology and Method of Social Sciences”, Dept. of Sociology - University of 

Catania 

  (2020) Qualification as Full Professor at National level – Sociology of law, deviance and social 

change 

 

RELEVANT SKILLS AND WORK 

EXPERIENCE 
  

• Research interests  Her research interests are focused on the issues related to the social and criminal juvenile 

policies and the implementation of children rights; decision-making processes; children migrations 

and vulnerabilities.  

• Recent Academic Work & 
Research Experiences 

 She teaches “Sociology of Law and Deviance behaviour” for BA and Ma Courses at the 

Department of Political and Social Sciences, University of Catania. 

  In 2019, she did teaching activity WECCS Crash Course (Welcome to Europe, my Country, my 

City, my School), Academic session - Migrants in Europe: Inclusion/exclusion. Co-funded by the 

Erasmus+ Programme of the European Union organised in collaboration with Jean Monnet Chair 

EUMedEA DSPS, University of Catania. 

  In 2019, she did teaching activity on “The best interest of the child in Europe” at the University 

College of Enterprise and Administration di Lublin (Poland), Erasmus+ programme 2019.  

  In 2019, she did seminar activity on ‘Legal contexts, citizenship and Human Trafficking 

investigation. Improving transnational investigations between Italy and France’ at the University of 

Toulouse – Jean Jaures, France. 
  In 2019, she did teaching activity on Juvenile Justice in Europe at the Law and Innovation 

Master’s Program, University Federal de Juiz de Fora, Brazil. 

  In 2018, she did teaching activity on “Unaccompanied minors in Europe” at the University 

College of Enterprise and Administration di Lublin (Poland), Erasmus+ programme 2018. 

  In 2017, she did teaching activity on “The children migration in Europe” at the University College 

of Enterprise and Administration di Lublin (Poland), Erasmus+ programme 2017. 
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  - 2022-2024 Member of the international project “Judicial Responses to Environmental Crimes in 

Amazonas: the case of Apuí and Lábrea municipalities”, funded under Gerda Henkel Stiftung 

Foundation - Special Programm Security Application Research Project (AZ 13/KF/22) 

(https://www.gerda-henkel-stiftung.de/en/spsss). 

- 2020-2022 Member of the project "Risk Management, Decision Uncertainties and Social 

Vulnerabilities" (G.R.I.D.A.V.I.), funded under the Research Incentive Plan of the University of 

Catania. 

- From 2017 to 2019 she has been the Italian Scientific manager of “HanSEL - LEGAL 

CONTEXTS, CITIZENSHIP AND HT INVESTIGATION. Improving transitional investigation 

between Italy and France”, a research project funded under the Galileo Program 2018. 

  - From 2015 to 2018, she was a member of the National Team project in Horizon 2020 - 

Research and Innovation Framework Programme: Marie Sklodowska-Curie: research and 

Innovation Staff Exchange (RISE) 688991 FAB_MOVE, For a Better Tomorrow: Social Enterprise 

on the Move. 

  - From 2013 to 2015, she was a national partner in a European Project Protecting Young 

Suspects in Interrogations: a Study on Safeguards and Best Practice (European Commission, 

Directorate-General Justice, Just/2011-2012), coordinated by the University of Maastricht. 

   

  She is a member of ESA (European Sociological Association), of ISA (International Sociological 

Association), of the European Group for Deviance and Social Control, member of Access to 

Justice Europe network, working group on “Actors and Organizations” (https://www.accesstojust.net) 
and member of “The Childhood, Law & Policy Network (CLPN)” 

(https://www.qmul.ac.uk/clpn/members/d/profiles/-de-felice-.html). 

  She is a member of the "Research Centre for Juvenile and Family justice", a member of the 

Interdepartmental Centre "Neurohumanities Studies" (NEWHUMS) and member of 

“Laboratory of Experimental Planning and Analysis of Public Policies and Services to 

People (LaPoss)”, University of Catania. 

  In 2009, she has been Visiting Lecturer at the School of Law, International Centre for Prison 

Studies, King’s College, University of London. 

  Since 2012 member of the Editorial Committee of the «Crimeout» journal; since 2012 member of 

the Editorial Council of the «Rivista Italiana di Conflittologia»; since 2013 member of the 

Editorial Committee of the «Sicurezza e Scienze Sociali» journal; since 2015 member of the 

Editorial Committee of the «International Journal of Political Science & Diplomacy»; from 

2020 member of the Editorial Committee of the «International Journal of Law and Society» 

(IJLS); ISSN Print: 2640-1894 ISSN Online: 2640-1908 

http://www.sciencepublishinggroup.com/j/ijls. 

 

SELECT PUBLICATIONS 

. 

 

2021  2021, De Felice D., Combating (child) human trafficking: a challenge between repression 

tools and detection of vulnerability, OÑATI SOCIO-LEGAL SERIES, Volume 11 ISSUE 6(S), 

S323–S351: Investigations – Investigaciones – Ikerlanak. DOI link: 

HTTPS://DOI.ORG/10.35295/OSLS.IISL/0000-0000-0000-1206.  

2021, De Felice D., La risposta alla tratta nell’anno della pandemia, in: (a cura di) S. Greco 

e G. Tumminelli, Migrazioni in Sicilia 2020, pp. 306-314, Milano: Mimesis, Isbn: 

9788857579320; 

2021, De Felice D. (con Benadusi M., Citroni G., Consoli T., Falconieri I., Mazzeo F., 

Pennisi C.), The Evolving Field of Social Economy in Italy: Continuity and Change, in Gidron 

B. and Domaradzka A. (Eds.), The New Social and Impact Economy. An International 

Perspective, Series: Nonprofit and Civil Society Studies, Springer International Publishing, 

ISBN 978-3-030-68295-8, pp. 183-204; 

2020  2020, De Felice D. (with Oliveira L. & Rodrigues E.), Estraneo uguale a straniero. La 

giustizia riparativa per i minorenni come potenziale strumento di inclusione, in 

«SocietàMutamentoPolitica» 11(21): 147-159. doi: 10.13128/ smp-11951; 

2020, De Felice D., Sistema anti-tratta attivato nel territorio catanese, in: (edited by) S. 

Greco & G. Tumminelli, Migrazioni in Sicilia 2019, pp. 208-216, Milano: Mimesis; 

2020 De Felice D., Contro la tratta. Un’analisi contestuale in chiave socio-giuridica (Against 

Human Trafficking. A contextual analysis in a socio-legal perspective), Santarcangelo di 

Romagna (RN), Maggioli Editore; 
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2019  2019, De Felice D. (with Lombardo E. and Salerno G.), La tratta dei minori. Il quadro normativo 

(Child Human Trafficking. The legal framework), in: (edited by) S. Greco e G. Tumminelli, 

Migrazioni in Sicilia 2018, pp. 218-224, Milano: Mimesis; 

2019, De Felice D., Box: Il contrasto alla tratta di minorenni. Il sistema di coordinamento multi-

agenzia a Catania (Against child Human Trafficking. The multi-agency coordination system in 

Catania), in: (edited by) S. Greco e G. Tumminelli, Migrazioni in Sicilia 2018, pp. 225-232, 

Milano, Mimesis; 

2019, De Felice D. (with Lombardo E. e Salerno G.), La tratta di esseri umani minorenni. Quadro 

normativo e percorsi di cittadinanza (Child Trafficking. Legal framework and paths of citizenship), 

in «Sociologia del diritto», vol. 1, pp. 53-84, DOI: 10.3280/SD2019-001003; 

2018  2018, De Felice D., L’«interesse del minore» sospettato o imputato di reato nella fase 

dell’interrogatorio: riflessioni sociologiche a partire da alcune evidenze empiriche, in «Studi sulla 

questione criminale», n. 1, pp. 37-60; 

2018, De Felice D., Cibo ed espressioni di disagio nei minorenni. La risposta istituzionale del 

territorio siciliano ai DCA, in «Sociologia urbana e rurale», special issue, pp. 98-114; 

2018, De Felice D. (with Consoli M.T), Box: L’esperienza dei tutori volontari, in: (edited by) S. 

Greco e G. Tumminelli, Migrazioni in Sicilia 2017, pp. 206-212; 

2017  2017, De Felice D., The Right to Security of Online Childhood, in «The International Journal of 

Children’s Rights», 25, 3-4, pp. 573-598; 

2017, De Felice D. (with Sagri M.T., Bacci L., and Agnoloni T.), I “nuovi” strumenti di conoscenza 

nella costruzione del giudizio penale: un’analisi tra sociologia del diritto e informatica giuridica. 

In: (edited by): M.L. Ghezzi, G. Mosconi, C. Pennisi, F. Prina, M. Raiteri, Processo penale, 

cultura giuridica e ricerca empirica. SOCIOLOGIA E POLITICHE DEL DIRITTO, vol. 2, pp. 55-

88, Santarcangelo di Romagna: Maggioli Editore; 

2017, De Felice D., Consoli M.T., La tutela dei minori stranieri non accompagnati, in: (edited by): 

Serenella Greco Giuseppina Tumminelli, Migrazioni in Sicilia 2016, pp. 237-243; 

2016  2016, De Felice D. (with Giura G.), Selettività della giurisprudenza di merito. Giudizio di 

legittimità e giurisprudenza locale, in «Sociologia del diritto», vol. 1, pp. 135-158, DOI: 

10.3280/SD2016-001006; 

2016, De Felice D. (with C. Cesari and V. Patanè), “Italy: empirical findings”, in 'Interrogating 

Young Suspects: Procedural Safeguards from an Empirical Perspective', M. Vanderhallen, M. 

van Oosterhout, M. Panzavolta and D. de Vocht (eds.), volume II, Intersentia. 

2015  2015, De Felice D., A comparison between different legal and data collection’s systems, in: 

Migration towards Southern Europe. The case of Sicily and the separated children (edited by 

M.T. Consoli), Milano, FrancoAngeli, pp. 28-55/111-114; 

2014  2014, De Felice D., Il sapere specialistico nel giudizio penale. Profili d’analisi di sociologia del 

diritto, Milano, Mimesis, Law without Law, n. 15 (communicated in ANSA: 

http://www.ansa.it/legalita/rubriche/musicafilmlibri/2015/02/12/criminalitagiudici-periti-un-

rapporto-sempre-piu-difficile_50bac584-7a48-4f0e-8ef5-cee7aed540bb.html); 

2014, De Felice D., Communication between Nature and Nurture: a sociological perspective -

Связьмеждуприродойивоспитанием: социологическиеперспективы, in «Language an Text - 

Язык и текст», Tom. 1, n° 3, pp. 19-35; 

2014, De Felice D. (with C. Colloca), I bambini e la percezione degli spazi urbani a Catania: per 

un’analisi del disagio, in «Sicurezza e Scienze Sociali», fascicolo 3, pp. 103-115; 

2014, De Felice D. (with S. Fragapane e G. Giuffrida), La rappresentazione del fenomeno 

migratorio nella stampa online: il caso dei minori stranieri non accompagnati, in «Cahiers di 

Scienze Sociali», fascicolo 2, pp. 196-218; 

2013  2013, De Felice D., Nature and Nurture: parallel convergences, in Global Virtual Conference 

Workshop proceedings, 8-12 April, Section 6, Sociology and Social Science, ISBN: 978-80-554-

0679-4, published paper undergone single blind peer review, pp. 124-127; 

2013, De Felice D., Giuffrida G., Giura G., Verendel V., Zarba C.G., Information Extraction and 

Social Network Analysis of Criminal Sentences. A sociological and Computational Approach, in: 

«Informatica e Diritto», fascicolo n. 1, pp. 243-261; 

2012  2012, De Felice D., Di Silvestro L., Gallo G., Giura G., Pennisi C., Zarba C., Information 

Extraction and Social Network Analysis of Criminal Sentences, in Social Media: Risks and 

Opportunities in Military Applications (HFM-201) - NATO, Tallin, Estonia, 16-18 Aprile; 

2012, De Felice D., Conflitto, in: La devianza come sociologia (edited by C. Cipolla), Milano, 

FrancoAngeli, pp. 31-40; 

2012, De Felice D., Aspetti sociologici del procedimento di messa alla prova dell’imputato 

minorenne, in: «Rivista Italiana di Conflittologia», n. 16, pp. 59-81; 
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2011  2011, De Felice D., Evoluzione della prefettura e istituzione dei NOT, in: Consumo di droghe e 

sanzioni amministrative. Un bilancio sull'applicazione dell'art. 75 del DPR 309/90 (edited by F. 

Prina), pp. 86-110, Milano, FrancoAngeli; 

2011, De Felice D., Inclusione ed esclusione: quali responsabilità istituzionali per i minori 

stranieri non accompagnati?, «Minori Giustizia», vol. 1, pp. 97-108; 

2011, De Felice D., Minori immigrati ai “confini”, in: "Migranti" di seconda generazione. Nuovi 

cittadini in cerca di un'identità (edited by L.M. Daher), pp. 263-279, Roma, Aracne; 

2010  2010, D. De Felice, G. Giuffrida, G. Giura, C. Zarba, La descrizione dei reati di criminalità 

organizzata e tipo mafioso nel testo delle sentenze, «Quaderni di sociologia», vol. LIV, pp. 57-

80; 

2010, De Felice D., Modelli evolutivi e teoria generale del comportamento deviante, in: R. 

Vignera (edited by) Neodarwinismo e Scienze Sociali, pp. 247-293, Milano, FrancoAngeli; 

2007  2007, De Felice D., Per un’analisi sociologica del processo penale minorile. Strutture di decisioni 

e procedimento, «Sociologia del diritto», vol. 1, pp. 89-113; 

2007, Pennisi C., De Felice D., Responsabilità istituzionali e interesse del minore, «Minori 

giustizia», vol. 1, pp. 69-78; 

2007, De Felice D., La costruzione istituzionale dell’interesse del minore. Processo penale, 

politiche e procedimenti, Milano, Giuffrè Editore. 

 

 

MOTHER TONGUE  ITALIAN 

  

OTHER LANGUAGES  ENGLISH  

• Reading skills  EXCELLENT 

• Writing skills  GOOD 

• Verbal skills  GOOD 

 

OTHER LANGUAGES  FRENCH  

• Reading skills  EXCELLENT 

• Writing skills  BASIC 

• Verbal skills  GOOD 
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