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LUHMANN 20 YEARS AFTER –  
CONSTRUCTING LAW IN WORLD SOCIETY 

A 2-day workshop on how Niklas Luhmann’s systems theory  
has influenced new developments of law in world society 

 
Organizers 

Prof. Germano Schwartz, Unilasalle and FMU, Brazil 
Prof. Aldo Mascareño, Universidad Adolfo Ibáñez, Chile 

 
1. Publication 
 
A volume entitled Luhmann 20 year after. Constructing Law in World Society (provisory title) –with an introduction 
by the organizers plus selected contributions– will be ready for publication within 12 months after the event. Our 
first option for editorial house is Hart Publishing (Oxford). Preliminary papers can be published as a dossier in 
REDES Magazine of Law and Society (Unilasalle).  
 
2. Final Program 
 
26th-27th July, 2018 
 

25 July 2018 
 

21.00 Welcome drinks in Residencia Antia 
 

26 July 2018 
 

8.30-10.30 Registration and introduction 
 

08.30-08.45 Registration at the IISL office 
 

08.45-09.00 Opening session: 

Vincenzo Ferrari – Welcome to Oñati Institute from the Scientific Director  

Leire Kortabarria – A note on publication  

Aldo Mascareño and Germano Schwartz - Coordinators 
 

09.00-11.00 Session 1  
 

9.00-10.00 Towards a responsive sociology of law  
Alfons Bora – University of Bielefeld, Germany  
 

10.00-11.00 Sociology of constitutions  
Alberto Febbrajo – University of Macerata  
 

11.10-11.30 Break 
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26 July 2018 (continuation) 
11.30-13.30 Session 2 

 
11.30-12.30 Beyond Luhmann: The constitutionalization of connectivity 

Poul F. Kjaer – Copenhagen Business School 
 

12.30-13.30 Bringing individual experience back into social theory: Beyond Luhmann, with the 
help of Gunther Teubner and Jan Philipp Reemtsma  
Pierre Guibentif – Dinâmia'CET-IUL - ISCTE-IUL – Lisboa/Portugal 
 

13.30-15.00 Lunch 
 

15.00-17.00 Session 3 
 

15.00-16.00 Autopoietic systems theory and the Constitution: Luhmann and the Brazilian 
Supreme Court 
Germano Schwartz/Unilasalle and FMU; Douglas Ribeiro – Unisinos  
 

16.00-17.00 Human rights: A wicked problem for public administration? 
Patricia Herrera – Universidad Externado, Colombia 
 

27 July 2018 
 
9.00-11.00 Session 4 

 
9.00-10.00 Constituent crisis. The power of contingency 

Aldo Mascareño – Universidad Adolfo Ibáñez, Chile 
 

10.00-11.00 The concept of norm: Luhmann and the sociology of juridical concepts 
Rodrigo Cordero – Universidad Diego Portales, Chile 
 

11.00-11.30 Break 
 

11.30-14.00 Session 5 
 

12.00-13.00 The philosophical sociology of Luhmann’s theory of the legal system 
Daniel Chernilo – Universidad Diego Portales, Chile 
 

13.00-13.30 Posthuman Luhmann (Video conference) 
Andreas Philippopoulos-Mihalopoulos – University of Westminster 
 

13.30-14.00 Roundtable – What is the role of law in world society after 20 years of 
Luhmann’s death? 
 

14.00 Lunch 
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