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Feminist Perspectives 
on Contemporary 
International Law
Between Resistance and Compliance?
Edited by Sari Kouvo 
and Zoe Pearson
� e essays in this volume analyse feminism's 
positioning vis-à-vis international law and the 
current paradigms of international law. � e 
authors argue that, willingly or unwillingly, 
feminist perspectives on international law have 

come to be situated between 'resistance' and 'compliance'. � at is, feminist 
scholarship aims at deconstructing international law to show why and how 
'women' have been marginalised; at the same time feminists have been largely 
unwilling to challenge the core of international law and its institutions, 
remaining hopeful of international law's potential for women. � e analysis 
is clustered around three themes: the � rst part, theory and method, looks at 
how feminist perspectives on international law have developed and seeks to 
introduce new theoretical and methodological tools (especially through a focus 
on psychoanalysis and geography). � e second part, national and international 
security, focuses on how feminists have situated themselves in relation to the 
current discourses of 'crisis', the post-9/11 NGO 'industry' and the changing 
discourses of violence against women. � e third part, global and local justice, 
addresses some of the emerging trends in international law, focusing especially 
on transitional justice, state-building, tra�  cking and economic globalisation.

Sari Kouvo is working for the European External Action Service in Brussels. 
She lectures at Gothenburg University in Sweden and is co-founder of the 
Afghanistan Analysts Network.  Zoe Pearson is formerly a lecturer in the School 
of Law, Keele University, and currently works in the area of immigration and 
refugee law in New Zealand.
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Women’s Rights to Social 
Security and Social Protection
Edited by Beth Goldblatt 
and Lucie Lamarche
� is collection examines the human rights to 
social security and social protection from a 
women’s rights perspective. � e contributors 
stress the need to address women’s poverty and 
exclusion within a human rights framework that 
takes account of gender. � e chapters unpack 
the rights to social security and protection and 
their relationship to human rights principles 
such as gender equality, participation and 

dignity. Alongside conceptual insights across the � eld of women’s social 
security rights, the collection analyses recent developments in international 
law and in a range of national settings. It considers the ILO’s Social Protection 
Floors Recommendation and the work of UN treaty bodies. It explores the 
di� erent approaches to expansion of social protection in developing countries. 
It also discusses conditionality in cash transfer programmes, a central debate in 
social policy and development, through a gender lens. Contributors consider 
the position of poor women in developed countries facing the damaging 
consequences of welfare cuts. � e collection engages with shi� s in global 
discourse on the role of social policy and the way in which ideas of crisis and 
austerity have been used to undermine rights with harsh impacts on women.

Beth Goldblatt is Associate Professor at the University of Technology, Sydney. 
Lucie Lamarche is Professor at the University of Quebec in Montreal.
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Delivering Family Justice 
in the 21st Century
Edited by Mavis Maclean, 
John Eekelaar and Benoit Bastard
Family justice requires not only a legal framework 
within which personal obligations are regulated 
over the life course, but also a justice system 
which can deliver legal information, advice and 
support at times of change of status or family 
stress, together with mechanisms for negotiation, 
dispute management and resolution, with 
adjudication as the last resort. 

� e past few years have seen unparalleled 
turbulence in the way family justice systems function. � ese changes are 
associated with economic constraints in many countries, including England 
and Wales, where legal aid for private family matters has largely disappeared. 
But there is also a change in ideology in a number of jurisdictions, including 
Canada, towards what is sometimes called neo-liberalism, whereby the state 
seeks to reduce its area of activity while at the same time maintaining strong 
views on family values. Legal services may become fragmented and marketised, 
and the role of law and lawyers reduced, while self-help web based services 
expand.

� e contributors to this volume share their anxieties about the impact on the 
ability of individuals to achieve fair and informed resolution in family matters.

Mavis Maclean is a Senior Research Fellow at St Hilda’s College, and the 
Department of Social Policy and Intervention, Oxford. John Eekelaar is 
Emeritus Fellow of Pembroke College Oxford. Benoit Bastard is Director of 
Research at CNRS, University of Paris-Saclay.
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Regulatory Transformations
Rethinking 
Economy-Society Interactions
Edited by Bettina Lange, 
Fiona Haines and Dania � omas
� e issue of whether transnational risk can 
be regulated through a social sphere goes to 
the heart of what John Ruggie has described 
as ‘embedded liberalism’: how capitalist 
countries have reconciled markets with the 
social community that markets require to 
survive and thrive. � is collection, located in 
the wider debates about global capitalism and 

its regulation, tackles the challenge of � nding a way forward for regulation. 
It rejects the old divisions of state and market, citizens and consumers, social 
movements and transnational corporations, as well as ‘economic’ and ‘social’ 
regulation. Instead this rich, multidisciplinary collection engages with a critical 
theme—the idea of harnessing the regulatory capacity of a social sphere by 
recognising the embeddedness of economic transactions within a social and 
political landscape. � is collection therefore explores how social norms, 
practices, actors and institutions frame economic transactions, and thereby 
regulate risks generated by and for business, state and citizens.

A key strength of this book is its integration of three distinct areas of scholarship: 
Karl Polanyi's economic sociology, regulation studies and socio-legal studies 
of transnational hazards. � e collection is distinct in that it links the study 
of speci� c transnational risk regulatory regimes back to a social–theoretical 
discussion about economy–society interactions, informed by Polanyi's work. 
Each of the chapters addresses the way in which economics, as well as economic 
and social regulation, can never be understood separately from the social, 
particularly in the transnational context.

Bettina Lange is Associate Professor in Law at Oxford University. Fiona Haines 
is Professor of Criminology at the University of Melbourne. Dania � omas is 
Lecturer in Business Law at the University of Glasgow.
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