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WORKSHOP ON: 

Law and culture in the juridical field of the prison: theoretical 
and empirical perspectives on the social uses of Law in prison 

Coordinators: André Giamberardino (Università Federal do Paranà), Francesca Vianello (Università 
degli Studi di Padova), Iñaki Rivera Beiras (Universitat de Barcelona), Luca Sterchele (Università degli 

Studi di Padova) and Richard Sparks (University of Edinburgh) 
18-19 May 2023 

Programme  
Meeting room: Achille Loria (1st floor) 

Wednesday 17th May 
21:00  

Dinner in “Restaurante Iturritxo” for the participants [Street: Atzeko Kalea, 32] 
 

Thursday 18th May 
09:00 

Registration at the International Institute for the Sociology of Law (1st floor) 
 

09:15 
Welcome and Inauguration 

Sabine Frerichs, Scientific Director of the Oñati International Institute for the Sociology of Law 
Leire Kortabarria, IISL Publications officer 

 
9:30-10:00 

Introductory Remarks 
Luca Sterchele and Francesca Vianello 

 
10:00-11:00 

Session 1 - Looking at prisons, today 
Valeria Verdolini (Università di Milano Bicocca) – “Contact zones: plural legal cultures in a pluralist prison” 
Simone Santorso (University of Sussex) – “Prison crowding as (lawful?) state-organised violence” 

Chair: Luca Sterchele (Università di Padova) 
 

11:00-11:30 
Coffee Break [Gurvitch & Galdos room] 

 
11:30-13:00 

Session 2 – Prison Government in the world  
Alvise Sbraccia (Università di Bologna) – “Differential surveillance: legal cultures and practices of Italian prison 
officers” 
Michele Miravalle (Università di Torino) – “Gangs in prisons and the formal/informal strategies of managing the 
‘public enemy’” 
Rachele Stroppa (Universitat de Barcelona) – “El papel del aislamiento en el gobierno de la prisión.” 
“The role of solitary confinement in prison governance” 

Chair: André Giamberardino (Università Federal do Paranà) 
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Thursday 18th May (continuation) 
13:00-15:00 

Lunch [Cantina Zapore] 
 

15:00-17:30 
Session 3 - Doing prison work: law and its outside 

Nathan Rivet (Sciences-Po Paris) – "When privatisation bureaucratises: outsourcing contracts and uses of law in 
daily prison running" 
Luca Sterchele (Università di Padova) – “Psychiatric work in a female prison ward: translating the clinical into 
juridical” 
Perla Allegri (Università di Torino) - "Learning while serving time: conflictual dynamics and cooperation techniques 
between prison actors and vocational experts" 

Chair: Francesca Vianello (Università di Padova) 
 

17:30-17:45 
Break 

 
17:45-19:15 

Session 4 – Prison staff and uses of law 
Corentin Durand (Sciences-Po Paris, CNRS) - " The Force of Form. The Rise of Adversarial Formalism in Inmate-
Staff Relations " 
Giovanni Torrente (Università di Torino) - "Prison educators between law in the book e law in the fact: results 
from an ethnographic research" 
Alessandro Maculan (Università degli Studi di Padova) – “The prison officers’ strategic use of law within prison 
environment” 

Chair: Luca Sterchele (Università di Padova) 
 

Friday 19th May 
 

10:00-11:00 
Session 5 – Prison, law and the community pt.1 

Daniela Ronco (Università di Torino) – “The rehabilitative ideal in the Supervisory Court practices: among legal 
norms, bureaucratization and prison moral environment” 
Alejandro Forero (Universitat de Barcelona) - "Reducción de la pena como compensación a la violación de 
derechos humanos en prisión” 
Iñaki Rivera Beiras (Universitat de Barcelona) – “La caída de una cultura garantista en la producción del derecho. 
El caso de las contenciones mecánicas en las cárceles (en España)” 

11:00-11:30 
Coffee Break [Gurvitch & Galdos room] 

 
11:30-12:30 

Session 5 – Prison, law and the community pt.2 
André Giamberardino (Università Federal do Paranà) – “‘Collateral effects’ of incarceration in and out of prisons 
and the new political leadership of prisoners’ families” 
Elton Kalica (Università di Padova) – “An experience of inmate representation in Italy’” 

Chair: Francesca Vianello (Università di Padova) 
 

12:30-13:00 
Conclusions 

(Luca Sterchele and Francesca Vianello) 
 

13:00-15:00 
Lunch [Cantina Zapore] 
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