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An Intercultural Dialogue:
Reflections on Legal
and Normative Pluralism in
the Postcolony

by Annette Lansink
(University of Venda, South Africa)

This lecture reflects on the debate on legal pluralism within
the context of the South African constitutional order and
analyses how the Constitutional Court accommodates
(living) customary law. A Dbrief comparison with the
constitutional experiences Iin Ecuador and Colombia will
highlight the need to find form and method to valorising and
resignifying indigenous experiences in the constitutional
project. To this end, an argument is made for intercultural
dialogues between different cultural and legal normativities
as a strategy for decolonising the law and recognising the
diversity of epistemologies in a pluriverse world that creates
space for the emergence of new perspectives in the
‘interstices’ of the domains of difference.
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