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Biographical Notes

Maurice Halbwachs (1877-1945) was the first to coin the term and con-
ceptualise the notion of ‘collective memory’. As a student and collaborator
of Emile Durkheim on the ‘’Année Sociologique’ since 19035, his debts to
this teacher can be traced throughout his work. Nonetheless, his work on
collective memory, though perhaps the most Durkheimian in spirit and
in method, is also the most independent from the master as well as the
other disciples, who were friends and collaborators. He started his lifelong
engagement with the topic as early as 1925 with ‘Les Cadres sociaux de
la mémoire’ (Paris, Alcan, 1925; translated into English as On Collective
Memory, with an introduction by Lewis A Coser (Chicago, University of
Chicago Press, 1992)). He combined his interests in both social morphology
and the imprint of social life into social space, and collective memory in his
1941 study on the legends from a book of gospels from rural France (La
Topographie légendaire des Evangiles en Terre Sainte, étude du mémoire
collective (Paris, Presses universitaires de France, 1941). His exploration
of the spatial organisation of social life also shaped his last (unfinished)
work on collective memory, La Mémoire collective that was posthumously
published by his sister (Paris, Presses Universitaires de France, 1950; trans-
lated into English as The Collective Memory, with an introduction by Mary
Douglas (New York, Harper, 1950)). The amazing diversity of his work and
research is characterised by a continuous engagement with what he saw as
‘collective psychology’ and the material conditions of social life. Collective
psychology, at the core of which is his work on collective memory, is the
science of the representation of material conditions in social life, and
simultaneously the science of the representation of social life in the indi-
vidual. His last book on collective memory testifies to this, starting with a
chapter on individual memory and dreams, and finishing with a chapter on
social space and memory. In 1919, Maurice Halbwachs became Professor
of Sociology at the University of Strasbourg. From 1935 to 1944 he held
a Chair in Sociology at the Sorbonne. In 1944 he was awarded a Chair
in Collective Psychology; but only a month later, he was arrested by the
Gestapo and deported to the concentration camp Buchenwald in Germany.
He was murdered there in March 1945, only days before the Allies liber-
ated the camp.

Heribert Adam is Professor Emeritus of Sociology and Anthropology at
Simon Fraser University, Canada. He won international recognition for his
comparative work on transitional justice, politics of memory and Truth and
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Reconciliation Commissions. In 2000, he was elected Fellow of the Royal
Society of Canada. In 1998 he was awarded with the Konrad Adenauer
Research Prize, and he received the Outstanding Contribution Award of the
Canadian Sociology and Anthropology Association. He was President of
the International Sociological Association’s Research Committee on Ethnic,
Minority and Race Relations. He has published widely on transitional
justice in South Africa and Germany, and in his most recent book, Seeking
Mandela: Peacemaking between Israelis and Palestinians (with K Moodley,
2005) he takes his expertise to a new area.

Emilios Christodoulidis is Professor of Legal Theory at the University of
Glasgow. Prior to that he taught at the University of Edinburgh. His area
of research and publishing comprises philosophy and sociology of law, and
constitutional theory. He has authored numerous articles on these sub-
jects, and his book Law and Reflexive Politics won the European Award
for Legal Theory in 1996 and the 1998 SPTL Prize for Outstanding Legal
Scholarship. He was visiting Professor at the European Academy for Legal
Theory in Brussels and gave the Kobe Lectures in Japan in 2002. Together
with Scott Veitch he edited a book entitled Lethe’s Law: Justice, Law and
Ethics in Reconciliation (2001) and has published in particular on the
South-African TRC. His most recent book (together with Scott Veitch) is
on jurisprudence.
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Law Foundation; and a barrister and solicitor of the Supreme Court of
Victoria, Australia. She is a consultant to government agencies, including
the Refugee Tribunal and the Review of Post-Arrival Programmes and
Services. Her research interests focus on legal culture, the legal profession
and multiculturalism and law. Representations of law in film and the role
of the culture industry in shaping understandings of justice have been defin-
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