ABOUT OÑATI SOCIO-LEGAL SERIES
Focus and Scope
The Oñati Socio-Legal Series (ISSN: 2079-5971) is an international peer-reviewed online journal which publishes work within the field of law and society. This is broadly
defined to include work which makes a significant contribution to the understanding and
analysis of law as a set of social institutions, processes, practices or techniques, using any
methodologies and approaches from the social sciences and humanities.
The IISL and its journal OSLS take pride in their cosmopolitan and all-inclusive vocation,
especially regarding production and dissemination of high-profile academic knowledge.
English being today's main vehicle of expression of scientific knowledge, it is also our
journal's main language. However, although a title, abstract, and key words in English are
mandatory for all papers, OSLS accepts and encourages use of other languages as well by reason of the IISL's origin and location, Spanish, French and Basque are the other three
main ones.
Articles should normally be of 8-15,000 words. However, shorter and longer work can be
considered if the length is appropriate and justified.

Peer Review Process
General editors first check that the article meets the quality criteria specified in the Author
Guidelines. If they do, the papers are double-blind peer-reviewed by two referees.
For collective special issue submissions, the potential Guest Editors will be invited to
propose selected papers or authors to submit papers to OSLS. Editors-in-chief will assess
the issue proposal and will decide whether it fits the criteria for publication in OSLS.
Editors-in-chief may decide to include individual articles, related to the main topic of the
issue or not, to be published in the same issue; if this is the case, the guest editors will be
informed beforehand and offered to mention these articles in the introduction to the issue.
In either case, the individual articles will be visually separated from the thematic articles
by a different section title.
Editors of the journal can also gather in a single issue a number of articles that, despite
being in themselves individual submissions, may fall within a general thematic area,
thus strengthening the overall attractiveness of the resulting issue.
In regard to the review process, one referee will be nominated by the Guest Editors, and
one or more by the OSLS editors-in-chief. For other papers, reviewers are nominated by
the OSLS editors-in-chief, advised by the Editorial Board.
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Authors are requested to anonymize their paper and to remove their name and references
from the document metadata. Reviews are anonymized too. All communication between
authors and reviewers is done through the IISL, to ensure anonymity of both authors and
reviewers.
Due to its well-established and respected status, OSLS has succeeded at garnering interest
in academics from all over the world who are willing and keen to review for us, therefore
establishing a large roster of reviewers who, all together, cover all areas of Sociology of
Law and contribute to keep up the quality of our journal. OSLS can now attest to an
international, diverse and inclusive pool of reviewers from several countries in all
continents and continues to appoint or accept new qualified reviewers. Since 2011 until
mid-2019, OSLS had received reviews from 1,200 scholars.
Reviewers are asked to comment on the following aspects:
1. Is the paper well organised and structured, does the argument flow well?
2. Are sources adequately and properly cited, and are the language and expression clear,
adequate and appropriate?
3. Is the paper of sufficient interest and originality to be published in the Series?
4. Do you have suggestions for revision of the paper:
o (i) parts which could be shortened or deleted,
o (ii) arguments or points that need clarification, expansion or development,
o (iii) important and relevant views or work which the author should take into
account, or
o (iv) for reorganisation of the paper?
5. Please state whether your suggestions are
o (i) advice to the author and the paper could be published without checking the
revised version
o (ii) you have suggested specific changes which must be made but a nonspecialist could check before publication that the changes have been made;
o (iii) the paper should not be published unless the revised version is approved by
you (or if you are not able or willing to read a revised version, please if possible
suggest someone who could); or
o (iv) the paper should not be published.

In the system, they must choose one of these options:
Accept submission ; Revisions required ; Resubmit for review; Resubmit elsewhere ;
Decline submission ; See comments
In case of serious disagreement between reviewers, the editor may make a final decision
or nominate a third reviewer.
Based on the reviewers' recommendations, authors will be notified of the review process
(Accept submission ; accept with minor revisions ; resubmit for review ; decline
submission), including the reviewers' reports and comments.
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Authors must revise their papers accordingly in four weeks’ time. A letter explaining the
changes made can also be included. Authors are required to respond to critical or
disfavourable reviews, by addressing the main points raised by the reviewer.
The reviewers’ recommendations will always be taken in consideration; however, editors
will make the final decision on the publication of the paper, and the author will be
informed. All the communication will be to the email account used to submit the paper to
the journal.

Publication Frequency
The OSLS will publish one volume per year, with issues published bimonthly. Further
special issues can be published.
Issues will be published on the first day of February, April, June, August, October, and
December.

Open Access Policy
This journal provides immediate open access to its content on the principle that making
research freely available to the public supports a greater cross-disciplinary global
exchange of knowledge. Its sharing license is CC-BY-NC-ND 4.0 (Attribution, Noncommercial, No derivatives). Read more in our Copyright Notice.

Archiving
This journal utilizes the LOCKSS system to create a distributed archiving system among
participating libraries and permits those libraries to create permanent archives of the
journal for purposes of preservation and restoration. Read more on the LOCKSS site.

Abstracting and Indexing services
Oñati Socio-Legal Series is included in the following Abstracting and Indexing services:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

ESCI (Web of Science Core Collection)
Scopus (confirmed March 2020, in process of inclusion in the database)
CrossRef
Dialnet
Directory of Open Access Journals – DOAJ
Google Scholar
ISOC
REDIB
ANVUR, Italy's National Evaluation Agency for University and Research
Qualis
CIRC
Dulcinea
ERIH PLUS (European Reference Index for the Humanities and the Social Sciences)
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•
•
•
•
•

Latindex 2.0 Catalogue
MIAR
Norwegian Association of Higher Education Institutions (UHR)
Norwegian Social Science Data Services (NSD) register of journals
PKP Index

Publication Charges
The IISL is a non-profit organisation, and Oñati Socio-Legal Series does not take any
publication charge from the authors.
Oñati Socio-Legal Series operates on a principle of universal APC waiver: it offers a
service of Gold Open Access for which equivalent journals charge an average APC of
2,300 Euros per article (data from May 2020).

Ethics and Responsibility
The International Institute for the Sociology of Law is committed to upholding the
integrity of the work we publish. The value of academic publishing relies on everyone
involved behaving ethically. The following points are intended to give a broad overview
on our policy. If you have any questions or concerns please feel free to contact the Editor
of Oñati Socio-Legal Series (hereinafter, “OSLS” or “the journal”).
Ethical issues to consider
Authors:
• Originality and plagiarism: Authors must ensure that their work is original and entirely
written by them. Where the works or words of others or of their own published writing
have been used, the sources must be clearly cited or quoted, following the style guidelines
recommended by OSLS, or appropriately acknowledged, and appropriate permission
must be obtained where necessary.
OSLS requires that all authors, by checking the appropriate item in the Submission
Process, confirm that their submitted work has not been published before and is not under
consideration at any other journal. This excludes non-commercial publication, e.g. as preprint, proceeding, presentation, work notes, and similar formats. OSLS will not accept
translated versions of articles published in journals, books, or any other commercial form
of publication.
If elements of a work have been previously published, including publication in Oñati
Socio-Legal Series, the author is required to acknowledge the earlier work, giving details
of each publication, and to indicate how the work submitted to OSLS differs and builds
upon the research and conclusions contained in the previous work. Therefore, the authors'
submission should not cite their own work literally, and in addition to this, it should also
be significantly different from these previously published works.
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• Research Ethics: Authors should ensure that research presented in their manuscripts has
been conducted in accordance with ethical guidelines widely accepted in socio-legal
scholarship, provided by either their home institutions or scientific organizations of
reference. OSLS and the IISL endorse SLSA's Principles of Ethical Research Practice and
recommend following these principles (https://www.slsa.ac.uk/images/slsadownloads/
ethicalstatement/slsa%20ethics%20statement%20_final_%5b1%5d.pdf). In case of
conflict or in order to establish the ethical nature of the research reflected in any particular
work, OSLS may request the author(s) to ensure and express that they have followed
these or other relevant ethic codes to conduct their research, and include a general
disclaimer on behalf of the IISL.• Rights: Their work must not infringe on any rights of
others, including privacy rights and intellectual property rights.
• Data presentation, access, and retention: The data must be true and research results must
be presented clearly, honestly, and without fabrication, falsification or inappropriate data
manipulation. Such data must be the authors’ own or they must where necessary have
permission to use data reproduced in their paper. Authors may be asked to provide the
raw data in connection with a paper for editorial review, and should be prepared to
provide public access to such data.
• Presentation of research: Research methods should be described clearly and
unambiguously so that findings can be confirmed by others.
• Disclosure and conflicts of interest: Any real or apparent conflicting or competing
interest must be clearly stated in the paper, including sources of funding or other support
for the research.
• Significant errors in published works: If an author subsequently discovers a significant
error or inaccuracy in his/her own published work, it is the author’s obligation to contact
the Journal to identify and correct the error or inaccuracy, and cooperate with the Journal
to retract or correct the paper.
• Authorship of the paper must be accurately represented, so that all individuals that
participated in the actual authorship of the work, and only those persons, are properly
credited as authors, and that all who participated have given consent for publication and
representation as authors.
Reviewers must:
• Maintain the confidentiality of the review process.
• Immediately alert the Journal of any real or potential competing interest that could affect
the impartiality of their reviewing and decline to review where appropriate.
• Conduct themselves fairly and impartially.
• Write their reviews in a courteous manner, avoiding the use of inappropriate or
potentially offensive language, both in the review and in the confidential comments to the
editor(s) that they may make.
• Oñati Socio-Legal Series encourages use of gender-neutral language, which has been
proposed to reduce both discrimination and gender stereotyping. When in doubt,
reviewers are invited to refer to the editor.
Issue Editors must:
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• Maintain and promote consistent ethical policies for their journal issue.
• Oversee and act to enforce those policies as needed in a fair and consistent manner.
• Exercise the highest standards of personal integrity in their work as editor of the journal,
recognising and planning for instances where they could have a competing interest or the
appearance of a competing interest.

Sharing Policy
We distinguish between three types of document depending on its production stage:
preprint, accepted manuscript, and Version of Record (published journal article)
•

A preprint is the original work of an author, before or right after submission;

•

an accepted manuscript is the piece of work after incorporating the revisions
suggested by the reviewers, and other amendments, additions or changes made
by the author;

•

the Version of Record / Published journal article is the final, enriched version
of the article, laid out with OSLS’s heading and visual traits, and after having
undergone the editorial production process which adds value to it (typesetting,
formatting, typography correction, reference formatting, DOI assignation,
pagination, publishing, dissemination, and archiving). This is the article that is
published as part of its volume and issue, on OSLS’s publishing website
(http://opo.iisj.net/index.php/osls/index).

and

OSLS works on the basic principle that authors always keep copyright on their work, and
OSLS always has the right of first publication of articles that are accepted.
In order to reconcile both interests, we have set some simple guidelines on how authors
can share their work.
Preprint
Authors can share their preprint anywhere at any time
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Accepted Manuscript
Authors can share their accepted manuscript immediately:
•
•
•

via their non-commercial personal homepage or blog (including Academia.edu,
Researchgate.net, SSRN.com and similar platforms)
via their research institute or institutional repository for internal institutional
uses or as part of an invitation-only research collaboration work-group, ie a
closed, non-public repository
directly by providing copies to their students or to research collaborators for
their personal use.

We request that authors indicate that it is an accepted article by OSLS whose publication
is forthcoming, and to include a link to the OSLS website. We recommend the following
formula:
This is a pre-copyedited, author-produced version of an article accepted for
publication in Oñati Socio-Legal Series (http://opo.iisj.net/index.php/osls/index)
following peer review.
Version of Record
As OSLS is a Gold Open Access journal with a CC BY-NC-ND Creative Commons
license, authors can share their published journal article (also called Version of Record)
anywhere immediately after official publication on the OSLS website, as long as the
republication is compliant with the CC BY-NC-ND license. In essence, this license
precludes republication of the article for commercial purposes, i.e. in subscription
journals, or conventionally marketed books. Please refer to the IISL if in doubt.
The IISL, as publisher of OSLS, only requests that it is clearly acknowledged that first
publication was in OSLS, and that a link with its DOI is included.
OSLS sets no embargo period after a work is published on its official website.

First Online publication
As an additional value service, whenever possible, the Institute will upload the Accepted
Manuscript with its DOI on its website intended for that purpose
(https://onatifirstonline.wordpress.com) – these are the OSLS First Online manuscripts.
This is an increasingly common practice by academic journals, and it is done as a way to
facilitate rapid access to global academic audiences and therefore usability of accepted,
copy-edited academic material for citing and referencing.
The journal may, or may not publish an article in this mode, and, although the journal
will aim to do this shortly after copy-edition, the timeframe can vary.
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As a matter of principle, the number of articles available as OSLS First Online shall not
exceed the number of accepted articles to be included in the three forthcoming issues.
The OSLS First Online versions will be removed from the First Online website upon
publication of their VOR, and then replaced by a new set of accepted manuscripts that
will thus become OSLS First Online, for a similar period of time.
If OSLS First Online manuscripts are selected to be posted online, they will be so after
technical editing, formatting for publication and author proofing. After this publication,
further technical editions may be made to correct typos or to improve readability or
presentation of the article, but the content will not be edited or modified in any way.
These First Online manuscripts are available to everyone and citable by the Digital Object
Identifier (DOI). The DOI for the manuscript is persistent for all iterations; in other words,
the OSLS First Online manuscript has the same DOI as the final Version of Record that
will be published on the OSLS official publishing website. Therefore, it is recommended
that authors use this DOI to divulge or cite their First Online published paper.
The same policy guidelines apply as for Accepted Manuscripts. Especially, authors must
not share the First Online articles in any other journal, or consider them as apt to be
republished - only the Version of Record can be republished in compliance with the
journal’s CC BY-NC-ND 4.0 license.

Practical Guidelines
Oñati Socio-Legal Series (hereinafter, “OSLS”) publishes articles which make a
significant contribution to the understanding and analysis of law as a set of social
institutions, processes, practices or techniques, using any methodologies and approaches
from the social sciences and humanities.
OSLS publishes, among others, monographic issues of articles resulting from or related
to workshops, meetings or other activities that have been held at the International Institute
for the Sociology of Law (Oñati), as well as articles by visitors, resulting from students’
dissertations, and other papers submitted by scholars from all around the world.
Publication can be in any language, though the main languages are English, Spanish and
French. Articles should normally be of 8,000-15,000 words. However, shorter and longer
work can be considered if the length is appropriate and justified.
Articles should use the Author-Date system of citation, using the style of the International
Review of Sociology. Articles should include a full Reference list. Where an item is
available electronically (not in a closed database) please supply the URL link. We do not
prescribe particular spelling conventions, but ask you to choose one you consider
appropriate and follow it consistently.
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Articles must include an up-to 150-word abstract and 4-5 keywords. The abstract should
summarize the paper's contents, the aims of the research, the methodology used, and the
main findings, and highlight the distinctive contribution to its field.
If the article is not written in English, please provide a translation into English of the title,
abstract and keywords.
Please provide a short biographical note, including your current affiliation, postal and
email contact data, and a link to your ORCID identification page. If you have not
registered for an ORCID identification number, we heartily recommend that you do so.
ORCID provides a persistent digital identifier that distinguishes you from every other
researcher and, through integration in key research workflows such as manuscript and
grant submission, supports automated linkages between you and your professional
activities ensuring that your work is recognized. ORCID is a non-profit organization
(Learn more on Orcid.org).
Please make sure your paper as submitted ensures a blind peer review, and remove your
name from the paper and the properties for the file. Include your affiliation and contact
information (both professional postal address and email) in the submission form.
Likewise, all field codes must be removed prior to submission, including cross-reference
codes (Zotero, EndNote, etc.)
Headings and subheadings must be marked with numbers, separated by full stops (i.e. 1.;
1.2.; 1.2.1.), with no more than three numbers.
Please note that you are responsible for proofreading your article, before submission as
well as after acceptance and final submission. Reviewers may suggest stylistic changes
or point out mistakes, but we do not proofread articles for form or for content. Please
therefore check it carefully for spelling, grammar (see OSLS's Grammar and Spelling
guidelines), and clarity of expression, as well as for correction and consistence of cites
and references. If we consider that there is an unacceptable level of mistakes, we will
return the article to you.
If approved for publication, your paper will be formatted electronically as a Portable
Document Format (PDF) file, using the standard layout for papers in the Series. If you
prefer to retain your own format for a specific reason, please contact us. Papers should be
submitted as OpenOffice or Microsoft Word (.doc or .rtf) files. Please use Verdana 10point font, 1.5 line spaced, with italic rather than underlining (except for URLs).
Once the paper has been laid out, it will be returned to you for a last revision, before it is
definitively published. As far as possible, articles will be made available through
onatifirstonline.wordpress.com before they are published in the journal. Prior to being
published in the journal, each article will be assigned a DOI number.

Submission Preparation Checklist
IISL (Publications) – IISJ (Publicaciones)
Antigua Universidad s/n - Apdo. 28 - 20560 Oñati, Guipúzcoa - SPAIN
E: l.kortabarria@iisj.es - W: http://www.iisj.net

Authors are required to check off their submission's compliance with all of the following
items:
1. The submission has not been previously published 1, nor is it before another
journal for consideration (or an explanation has been provided in Comments to
the Editor). An exception to this would be that of articles that are a translation of
an article previously published in Oñati Socio-Legal Series. If elements of this
submission have been previously published, a supplementary document is
included giving details of each publication, and indicating how this submission
differs and builds upon the research and conclusions contained in the previous
work.
2. A biographical note of the author is provided, including affiliation, postal and
email contact details, and an ORCID number.
3. The text adheres to the stylistic and bibliographic requirements outlined in the
Author Guidelines, which is found in About the Journal.
4. The abstract is a comprehensive summary of the aims of the research, the
methodology or methodologies used and the main findings or contributions to the
field.
5. If submitting to a peer-reviewed section of the journal, the instructions in Ensuring
a Blind Review have been followed, including removal of all field codes.
6. Once approved, the paper will be included in ESCI, Scopus,
onatifirstonline.wordpress.com, Dialnet, DOAJ, e-Revistas (CSIC) and
CrossRef.

Copyright Notice
OSLS strictly respects intellectual property rights but it is our policy that the author
retains copyright, and articles are made available under a Creative Commons NonCommercial Attribution No-Derivatives 4.0 license; further details available at
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0 If this is not acceptable to you, please
contact us.
Use of this license means that you are free to republish the article in this version or
revised, however, we ask that you cite this version and provide a link to its location.
The license also allows others to use and copy the article, but only with
acknowledgement, for non-commercial purposes, and with no derivatives, as stated
on the website indicated above. Examples of commercial purposes are republication in a
subscription-only journal, or in a book marketed in a conventionally commercial way by
a publisher.
As soon as an accepted article is edited by OSLS and approved by author(s) and editor(s),
it will be stored in our repository; and, as soon as possible, it will be published on
onatifirstonline.wordpress.com, from which readers will be able to download it; please
1

Excluding preprints published through non-commercial venues or platforms, such as personal websites,
blogs, repositories, etc.
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read more about this in our Sharing Policy. If it is included in an issue of OSLS, when the
issue is ready for publication, the article will be assigned a DOI and published within the
issue on http://opo.iisj.net/index.php/osls/index in its final form.
The permission you grant to us includes the rights to disseminate the bibliographic details
of the article, including the abstract supplied by you, and to authorise others, including
bibliographic databases, indexing and contents alerting services, to copy and
communicate these details.
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How to Submit a Paper to OSLS / Enviar un artículo a OSLS
1. Register as author
1. Regístrese como autor
Go to the OSLS website
(http://opo.iisj.net/), and if you are not a
registered user of our series, click on
Register as.

Vaya a la página web de OSLS
(http://opo.iisj.net/), y si todavía no está
registrado, pinche en Register as.

Fill in the form, and click on Register.

Rellene el formulario, y pinche en
Register.

When the registration process has
correctly finished, an email with your
user name and password will be sent to
the email account you provided.

Cuando se haya registrado de forma
correcta, recibirá un mensaje en su cuenta
de correo con su nombre de usuario y
contraseña para acceder al sitio web.
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2. Submit a paper

2. Enviar un artículo

First, log in to our series site.

Inicie sesión en la página web de la serie.

Click on Author, and then click on Start
a New Submission.

Pinche en Autor, y después en
Comenzar un nuevo envío.
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Follow the five steps required to upload
an article:
(i) Start

Siga los cinco pasos necesarios para
enviar un artículo:
(i) Comenzar el envío

In the Comments for the editor space,
please provide the information needed to
classify your submission. For example,
you may need to specify if the
contribution is:

En el casillero Comentarios para el/la
editor/a, por favor, aporte la información
necesaria para que podamos clasificar su
artículo. Por ejemplo, especifique si el
artículo es:

1. An individual article written during
a stay at the IISL, or in another
context not related to the IISL;
2. A thematic article, e.g. a workshop
paper; if this is the case, please
provide details about the workshop;
3. Any other useful information.
(ii) Enter Metadata

1. Un artículo individual escrito
durante una visita académica al IISJ,
o en cualquier otro contexto no
relacionado con el IISJ;
2. Un artículo temático surgido de un
contexto de colaboración en un
seminario u otro evento similar.
(ii) Introducción de los metadatos

Include the Title and Abstract of your
paper. Please provide indexing
information, especially Keywords, to
enable the best retrieval of your paper.

Incluya el Título y Resumen de su
artículo. Por favor, incluya términos para
indexar su artículo, especialmente
palabras clave, de forma que aumente su
visibilidad.

(iii) Upload Submission
Please, make sure your paper ensures a
blind peer review, and remove your
name from the paper and the file
properties.
(iv) Upload Supplementary Files
This is an optional step that allows you
to upload any supplementary file to your
document.
(v) Confirmation
Click on Finish Submission.

(iii) Subir envío
Por favor, asegúrese de que su artículo
garantiza un arbitraje ciego, y elimine su
nombre del artículo y las propiedades del
archivo.
(iv) Subir ficheros complementarios
Este paso es opcional y permite el envío
de ficheros adicionales que acompañen al
artículo.
(v) Confirmación
Pinche en Finalizar envío, y el proceso
habrá acabado.

IISL (Publications) – IISJ (Publicaciones)
Antigua Universidad s/n - Apdo. 28 - 20560 Oñati, Guipúzcoa - SPAIN
E: l.kortabarria@iisj.es - W: http://www.iisj.net

3. Check the status of your paper
You can check the status of your
submission at any moment, just logging
into the website with your username and
password.
4. Comments and Revision
Once the comments of the reviewers have
been received, they will be sent to you by
an Editor, with the decision about
publication. If you are asked to make
revisions, we ask you to respond and let
us know if you are willing to make such
revisions, and your likely timescale. You
should in any case check the paper
carefully for sense and style before
submitting the final version, which will
be formatted by us for publication.

3. Consulte el estado de su artículo
Puede consultar el estado de su envío en
cualquier momento, simplemente inicie
una sesión en el sitio web con su usuario
y contraseña.
4. Comentarios y revisión
Cuando hayamos recibido los
comentarios de los árbitros, un editor se
los enviará, con la decisión sobre la
publicación del trabajo. Si fuera necesario
realizar alguna revisión, le pedimos que
nos transmita si está dispuesto a realizar
estos cambios, y el plazo en el que podría
realizarlos. En cualquier caso, deberá
revisar el estilo del artículo
cuidadosamente antes de enviar la
versión definitiva, que formatearemos
antes de publicar.

If you need any further help, please contact Leire Kortabarria:
Si necesita asistencia, por favor contacte con Leire Kortabarria:
l.kortabarria@iisj.es
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