Focus and Scope
The Oñati Socio-Legal Series is an international peer-reviewed on-line journal which
publishes work within the field of law and society. This is broadly defined to include
work which makes a significant contribution to the understanding and analysis of law as
a set of social institutions, processes, practices or techniques, using any methodologies
and approaches from the social sciences and humanities. Publication can be in any
language, though the main languages are English, Spanish and French. Articles should
normally be of 8-15,000 words. However, shorter and longer work can be considered if
the length is appropriate and justified.

Peer Review Process
General editors first check that the article meets the quality criteria specified in the
Author Guidelines. If they do, the papers are double-blind peer-reviewed by at least two
referees. The final decision on publication of each paper relies on the Editor(s)-in-Chief.
For publication arising from workshops, one referee will be nominated by the workshop
organizer(s), and one by the OSLS editors-in-chief. For other papers, reviewers are
nominated by the OSLS editors-in-chief, advised by the Editorial Board. In order to
guarantee cohesiveness, papers coming from workshops can be reviewed by workshop
participants. This notwithstanding, papers must always undergo blind peer review.
Reviewers are asked to comment on the following aspects:
1. Is the paper well organised and structured, does the argument flow well?
2. Are sources adequately and properly cited, and are the language and expression
clear, adequate and appropriate?
3. Is the paper of sufficient interest and originality to be published in the Series?
4. Do you have suggestions for revision of the paper:
o (i) parts which could be shortened or deleted,
o (ii) arguments or points that need clarification, expansion or
development,
o (iii) important and relevant views or work which the author should take
into account, or
o (iv) for reorganisation of the paper?
5. Please state whether your suggestions are
o (i) advice to the author and the paper could be published without
checking the revised version
o (ii) you have suggested specific changes which must be made but a nonspecialist could check before publication that the changes have been
made;
o (iii) the paper should not be published unless the revised version is
approved by you (or if you are not able or willing to read a revised
version, please if possible suggest someone who could); or
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o

(iv) the paper should not be published.

http://opo.iisj.net
IISL (Publications) – IISJ (Publicaciones)
Antigua Universidad s/n - Apdo. 28 - 20560 Oñati, Guipúzcoa - SPAIN
T: +34 943 71 88 90
E: leire@iisj.es - W: http://www.iisj.net

In the system, they must choose one of these options:
Accept submission ; Revisions required ; Resubmit for review; Resubmit elsewhere ;
Decline submission ; See comments
In case of serious disagreement between reviewers, the editor may make a final decision
or nominate a third reviewer.
Based on the reviewers’ recommendations, authors will be notified of the review
process (Accept submission; accept with minor revisions; resubmit for review; decline
submission), including the reviewers' reports and comments.
Authors must revise their papers accordingly in four weeks’ time. A letter explaining
the changes made can also be included. Authors are required to respond to critical or
disfavourable reviews, by addressing the main points raised by the reviewer. The new
version of the paper will be sent to any reviewers who asked to review it again.
The reviewers’ recommendations will always be taken in consideration; however,
editors will make the final decision on the publication of the paper, and the author will
be informed.
All the communication will be to the email account used to submit the paper to the
journal.

Publication Frequency
The OSLS will publish one volume per year, with issues published bimonthly. Further
special issues can be published.
Issues will be published on the first day of February, April, June, August, October, and
December.

Open Access Policy
This journal provides immediate open access to its content on the principle that making
research freely available to the public supports a greater global exchange of knowledge.

Archiving
This journal utilizes the LOCKSS system to create a distributed archiving system
among participating libraries and permits those libraries to create permanent archives of
the journal for purposes of preservation and restoration. Read more on the LOCKSS
site.
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Abstracting and Indexing services
The Oñati Socio-legal Series is included in the following Abstracting and Indexing
services:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Dialnet
Directory of Open Access Journals – DOAJ
Google scholars
ISOC
REDIB
Social Science Research Network (SSRN)
ANVUR, Italy's National Evaluation Agency for University and Research
Qualis

•
•

CIRC
DULCINEA (Derechos de copyright y las condiciones de auto-archivo de
revistas científicas españolas)
ERIH PLUS (European Reference Index for the Humanities and the Social
Sciences)
Google Scholars
Latindex
MIAR
Norwegian Association of Higher Education Institutions (UHR)
Norwegian Social Science Data Services (NSD) register of journals
RoMEO (Publisher copyright policies & self-archiving)

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Publication Charges
The IISL is a non-profit organisation, and Oñati Socio-legal Series does not take any
publication charge from the authors.

Ethics and Responsibility
The International Institute for the Sociology of Law is committed to upholding the
integrity of the work we publish. The value of academic publishing relies on everyone
involved behaving ethically. The following points are intended to give a broad overview
on our policy. If you have any questions or concerns please feel free to contact the
Editor of Oñati Socio-legal Series (hereinafter, “OSLS” or “the journal”).

http://opo.iisj.net
IISL (Publications) – IISJ (Publicaciones)
Antigua Universidad s/n - Apdo. 28 - 20560 Oñati, Guipúzcoa - SPAIN
T: +34 943 71 88 90
E: leire@iisj.es - W: http://www.iisj.net

Ethical issues to consider
Authors:
• Originality and plagiarism: Authors must ensure that their work is original and entirely
written by them. Where the works or words of others or of their own published writing
have been used, the sources must be clearly cited or quoted, following the style
guidelines recommended by OSLS, or appropriately acknowledged, and appropriate
permission must be obtained where necessary.
• Research Ethics: Authors should ensure that research presented in the article has been
conducted in accordance with appropriate ethical guidelines, either of their institution or
of their discipline, such as the International Sociological Association.
• Rights: Their work must not infringe on any rights of others, including privacy rights
and intellectual property rights.
• Data presentation, access, and retention: The data must be true and research results
must be presented clearly, honestly, and without fabrication, falsification or
inappropriate data manipulation. Such data must be the authors’ own or they must
where necessary have permission to use data reproduced in their paper. Authors may be
asked to provide the raw data in connection with a paper for editorial review, and should
be prepared to provide public access to such data.
• Presentation of research: Research methods should be described clearly and
unambiguously so that findings can be confirmed by others.
• Disclosure and conflicts of interest: Any real or apparent conflicting or competing
interest must be clearly stated in the paper, including sources of funding or other
support for the research.
• Significant errors in published works: If an author subsequently discovers a significant
error or inaccuracy in his/her own published work, it is the author’s obligation to
contact the Journal to identify and correct the error or inaccuracy, and cooperate with
the Journal to retract or correct the paper.
• Authorship of the paper must be accurately represented, so that all individuals that
participated in the actual authorship of the work, and only those persons, are properly
credited as authors, and that all who participated have given consent for publication and
representation as authors.
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Reviewers must:
• Maintain the confidentiality of the review process.
• Immediately alert the Journal of any real or potential competing interest that could
affect the impartiality of their reviewing and decline to review where appropriate.
• Conduct themselves fairly and impartially.
• Write their reviews in a courteous manner, avoiding the use of inappropriate or
potentially offensive language, both in the review and in the confidential comments to
the editor(s) that they may make.
• Oñati Socio-legal Series encourages use of gender-neutral language, which has been
proposed to reduce both discrimination and gender stereotyping. When in doubt,
reviewers are invited to refer to the editor.
Issue Editors must:
• Maintain and promote consistent ethical policies for their journal issue.
• Oversee and act to enforce those policies as needed in a fair and consistent manner.
• Exercise the highest standards of personal integrity in their work as editor of the
journal, recognising and planning for instances where they could have a competing
interest or the appearance of a competing interest.

http://opo.iisj.net
IISL (Publications) – IISJ (Publicaciones)
Antigua Universidad s/n - Apdo. 28 - 20560 Oñati, Guipúzcoa - SPAIN
T: +34 943 71 88 90
E: leire@iisj.es - W: http://www.iisj.net

Practical Guidelines
Oñati Socio-legal Series (hereinafter, “OSLS”) publishes articles which make a
significant contribution to the understanding and analysis of law as a set of social
institutions, processes, practices or techniques, using any methodologies and approaches
from the social sciences and humanities.
OSLS publishes, among others, monographic issues of articles resulting from or related
to workshops, meetings or other activities that have been held at the International
Institute for the Sociology of Law (Oñati), as well as articles by visitors, resulting from
students’ dissertations, and other papers submitted by scholars from all around the
world.
Publication can be in any language, though the main languages are English, Spanish and
French. Articles should normally be of 8,000-15,000 words. However, shorter and
longer work can be considered if the length is appropriate and justified.
Articles should use the Author-Date system of citation, using the style of the
International Review of Sociology, available on the IISL's site and in the Endnote
bibliography software. Articles should include a full Reference list. Where an item is
available electronically (not in a closed database) please supply the URL link. We do
not prescribe particular spelling conventions, but ask you to choose one you consider
appropriate and follow it consistently.
Articles must include an up-to 150-word abstract and 4-5 keywords. The abstract should
summarize the paper's contents, the aims of the research, the methodology used, and the
main findings, and highlight the distinctive contribution to its field.
If the article is not written in English, please provide a translation into English of the
title, abstract and keywords.
Please provide a short biographical note, including your current affiliation, postal and
email contact data, and a link to your ORCID identification page. If you have not
registered for an ORCID identification number, we heartily recommend that you do so.
ORCID provides a persistent digital identifier that distinguishes you from every other
researcher and, through integration in key research workflows such as manuscript and
grant submission, supports automated linkages between you and your professional
activities ensuring that your work is recognized. ORCID is a non-profit organization
(Learn more on Orcid.org).
Please make sure your paper as submitted ensures a blind peer review, and remove your
name from the paper and the properties for the file. Include your affiliation and contact
information (both professional postal address and email) in the submission form.
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Likewise, all field codes must be removed prior to submission, including crossreference codes (Zotero, EndNote, etc.)
Headings and subheadings must be marked with numbers, separated by full stops (i.e.
1.; 1.2.; 1.2.1.), with no more than three numbers.
Please note that you are responsible for proofreading your article, before submission as
well as after acceptance and final submission. Reviewers may suggest stylistic changes
or point out mistakes, but we do not proofread articles for form or for content. Please
therefore check it carefully for spelling, grammar (see OSLS's Grammar and Spelling
guidelines), and clarity of expression, as well as for correction and consistence of cites
and references. If we consider that there is an unacceptable level of mistakes, we will
return the article to you.
If approved for publication, your paper will be formatted electronically as a Portable
Document Format (PDF) file, using the standard layout for papers in the Series. If you
prefer to retain your own format for a specific reason, please contact us. Papers should
be submitted as OpenOffice or Microsoft Word (.doc or .rtf) files. Please use Verdana
10-point font, 1.5 line spaced, with italic rather than underlining (except for URLs).
Once the paper has been laid out, it will be returned to you for a last revision, before it
is definitively published. As far as possible, articles will be made available through the
Social Science Research Network before they are published in the journal.

Submission Preparation Checklist
Authors are required to check off their submission's compliance with all of the
following items:
1. The submission has not been previously published, nor is it before another
journal for consideration (or an explanation has been provided in Comments to
the Editor). An exception to this would be that of articles that are a translation of
an article previously published in Oñati Socio-legal Series.
2. A biographical note of the author is provided, including affiliation, postal and
email contact details, and an ORCID number.
3. The submission file is in Open Office or Microsoft Word (.doc or .rtf) document
file format.
4. Where available, URLs for the references have been provided. The text employs
italics, rather than underlining (except with URL addresses); and all illustrations,
figures, and tables are placed within the text at the appropriate points, rather than
at the end.
5. The text adheres to the stylistic and bibliographic requirements outlined in the
Author Guidelines, which is found in About the Journal.
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6. The abstract is a comprehensive summary of the aims of the research, the
methodology or methodologies used and the main findings or contributions to
the field.
7. If submitting to a peer-reviewed section of the journal, the instructions in
Ensuring a Blind Review have been followed, including removal of all field
codes.
8. Once approved, the paper will be included in Social Science Research Network
(SSRN), Dialnet, DOAJ and e-Revistas (CSIC).

Copyright Notice
The author retains copyright, but articles are made available under a Creative Commons
Non-Commercial Attribution No-Derivatives license. This means that you are free to
republish the article in this version or revised, however, we ask that you cite this version
and provide a link to its location. The license also allows others to use and copy the
article, but only with acknowledgement, and for non-commercial purposes. The article
will be stored both in our repository and in the Social Science Research Network
(SSRN), from which users will be able to download it. Hence, data on the number of
times the article has been accessed and downloaded will be available and displayed on
SSRN.
The permission you grant to us includes the rights to disseminate the bibliographic
details of the article, including the abstract supplied by you, and to authorise others,
including bibliographic databases, indexing and contents alerting services, to copy and
communicate these details.
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How to Submit a Paper to OSLS / Enviar un artículo a OSLS
1. Register as author
1. Regístrese como autor
Go to the OSLS website
(http://opo.iisj.net/), and if you are not a
registered user of our series, click on
Register as.

Vaya a la página web de OSLS
(http://opo.iisj.net/), y si todavía no está
registrado, pinche en Register as.

Fill in the form, and click on Register.

Rellene el formulario, y pinche en
Register.

When the registration process has
correctly finished, an email with your

Cuando se haya registrado de forma
correcta, recibirá un mensaje en su cuenta
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user name and password will be sent to
the email account you provided.
2. Submit a paper

de correo con su nombre de usuario y
contraseña para acceder al sitio web.
2. Enviar un archivo

First, log in to our series site.

Inicie sesión en la página web de la serie.

Click on Author, and then click on Start
a New Submission.

Pinche en Autor, y después en Comenzar
un nuevo envío.
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Follow the five steps required to upload
an article:
(i) Start

Siga los cinco pasos necesarios para
enviar un artículo:
(i) Comenzar el envío

In the Comments for the editor space,
please specify the Issue in which you
would like your paper published:

En el casillero Comentarios para el/la
editor/a, especifique por favor en qué
número le gustaría publicar su artículo:

1. Master’s theses (those graded
summa or eximia cum laude);
2. one issue of articles by visiting
fellows and other researchers linked
to the IISL, or
3. the title of the workshop where your
paper was presented.

1. Tesis del Master (las que han
obtenido una puntuación de summa
o eximia cum laude);
2. Un número con artículos de
profesores visitantes e
investigadores relacionados con el
IISJ
3. El título del workshop en el que
presentó su artículo.
(ii) Introducción de los metadatos

(ii) Enter Metadata
Include the Title and Abstract of your
paper. Please provide indexing
information, especially Keywords, to
enable the best retrieval of your paper.
If your paper is not in English, please
include this information in English.

Incluya el Título y Resumen de su
artículo. Por favor, incluya términos para
indexar su artículo, especialmente
palabras clave, de forma que aumente su
visibilidad.
Si su artículo está redactado en un idioma
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(iii) Upload Submission
Please, make sure your paper ensures a
blind peer review, and remove your
name from the paper and the file
properties.
(iv) Upload Supplementary Files
This is an optional step that allows you to
upload any supplementary file to your
document.
(v) Confirmation
Click on Finish Submission.

diferente del inglés, recoja esta
información en inglés.
(iii) Subir envío
Por favor, asegúrese de que su artículo
garantiza un arbitraje ciego, y elimine su
nombre del artículo y las propiedades del
archivo.
(iv) Subir ficheros complementarios
Este paso es opcional y permite el envío
de ficheros adicionales que acompañen al
artículo.
(v) Confirmación
Pinche en Finalizar envío, y el proceso
habrá acabado.

Your paper is now ready to be peer reviewed
Su artículo está listo para enviar a arbitraje
3. Check the status of your paper
3. Consulte el estado de su artículo
You can check the status of your
submission at any moment, just logging
into the website with your username and
password.
4. Comments and Revision
Once the comments of the reviewers have
been received, they will be sent to you by
an Editor, with the decision about
publication. If you are asked to make
revisions, we ask you to respond and let
us know if you are willing to make such
revisions, and your likely timescale. You
should in any case check the paper
carefully for sense and style before
submitting the final version, which will be
formatted by us for publication.

Puede consultar el estado de su envío en
cualquier momento, simplemente inicie
una sesión en el sitio web con su usuario y
contraseña.
4. Comentarios y revisión
Cuando hayamos recibido los comentarios
de los árbitros, un editor se los enviará,
con la decisión sobre la publicación del
trabajo. Si fuera necesario realizar alguna
revisión, le pedimos que nos transmita si
está dispuesto a realizar estos cambios, y
el plazo en el que podría realizarlos. En
cualquier caso, deberá revisar el estilo del
artículo cuidadosamente antes de enviar la
versión definitiva, que formatearemos
antes de publicar.

If you need any further help, please contact Leire Kortabarria:
Si necesita asistencia, por favor contacte con Leire Kortabarria:
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